
Los Alamos County Report 2019-2020 
Los Alamos Historical Society 

 
Q1 (July-September) 
 
Paid staff hours: 4538.25 
 
Volunteer hours: 1,058 
 
Program Participants 

Children: 150 
Adults: 301 
All ages: 7,524 

 
Total Program Participants 7,975 

 
A note about feedback 
Since we received a new reporting form, we have started collecting more feedback for programs. Next 
quarter we should be able to provide more information. Some of our feedback, especially museum visits, 
is online and does not fit this rating system. The feedback is narrative, so it might say, “We really 
enjoyed our time here.” We have included these as “providing feedback.” I can guess the rating for that, 
if you prefer. Also, we do not collect feedback from meetings, like the community Cerro Grande 
meetings, or receptions.   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Financial Audit 
Our annual financial audit by the Loftis Group was completed in August. We are currently waiting on 
the final report, which will be available during the second quarter.  
 
Community Collaborations 
The Los Alamos Historical Society is committed to serving the community and including their feedback 
in the development our programs and exhibits. This feedback often comes in the form of collaborations. 
We are currently working on an exhibit for the 20th Anniversary of the Cerro Grande Fire and have met 
with more than 20 different groups and individuals to collect information about their thoughts, feelings, 
and ideas regarding the most appropriate way to address this anniversary.  
 
Professional Connections 
Stephanie Yeamans and Aimee Slaughter represented the Historical Society at the annual meeting of the 
American Association for State and Local History in Philadelphia, August 28–31. They connected with 
other museum professionals from historic sites around the world. 
 
 
 
 



Communication 
The Los Alamos Historical Society maintains an active website, mailing list, Facebook page, and 
Instagram account to ensure timely communication with the local community and visitors from around 
the world. This quarter we created 67 Facebook posts, submitted weekly historical articles to the Daily 
Post, and “appeared” on KRSN radio. We also started an Instagram campaign, #wheresOppie as a way 
to engage new audiences.   
 

             
 
 
School Partnerships  
On August 9, we provided 
professional development training to 
staff from Barranca Elementary. This 
connected teachers and staff with our 
local history, and introduced a few 
participants to the History Museum 
for the first time. The training has also 
resulted in higher participation of 
Barranca teachers in our educational 
outreach programs and in field trips to 
the museum, and strengthened 
collaboration between us and our 
local schools. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Living History Interview 
Archivist Rebecca Collinsworth, Curator Don Cavness, and Executive Director Liz Martineau 
conducted a Los Alamos Living History recorded interview with Rita Apel and husband Charles Apel in 
September, 2019. Rita Apel’s recollections of her experiences as a waitress and hostess at The Lodge 
restaurant in the late 1940's-early 1950's fills a void in our community’s recorded history that will 
forever be available to researchers. This interview is part of our project with the county to interpret a 
hotel room in Fuller Lodge. 
 



Museum Visitors  
Los Alamos 
History Museum 
is an attraction for 
many people 
around the world.  
This quarter we 
had a special visit 
from Barbara Bohr 
(the great-grand 
daughter of Niels 
and grand-
daughter of Aage 
Bohr).  
 

Bathtub Row Press 
When LANL produced the book Homesteading on the Pajarito Plateau to fulfill the requirements of the 
government’s settlement with homesteaders who lost their land to the Manhattan Project, the number of 
copies printed was inadequate for all of the homesteader descendants to have a copy. Last January, the 
Lab turned over the rights to republish to the Historical Society’s Bathtub Row Press, and the second 
edition is due to arrive in early November. At last it will be available to homesteader families and other 
interested readers and researchers. This title marks the third time the press has collaborated with LANL 
to create a book or keep one in print. The other two titles are Beginning of an Era and Doomed to 
Cooperate.  
  

Los Alamos Historical Society Gala  
The 2019 Los Alamos Historical Society Gala was held 
during the first quarter of our fiscal year on September 21, 
2019. It was a great evening of fun and food attended by 
108 Historical Society and community members. This 
event is the main fundraiser for the Historical Society to 
help supplement our operating needs for the year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q2 (October-December) 
 
Paid staff hours: 3,609.75 
 
Volunteer hours: 1,486 
 
Program Participants 

Children: 661 
Adults: 438 
All ages: 5,525 

 
   Total Program Participants 6,624 

 
All Ages 

 
 
Adults Only 

 
Children Only 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Education 
 
Education continues to be the focus of all of our work. Everything that we do, from preserving objects in 
the Archives and Collections to the Museum Campus, Programs, and the Bathtub Row Press focuses on 
providing the resources and experiences to educate the public. 
 
Field Trips! We had more field trips than we usually see in the fall. Two classes visited from Canada, 
and the 11th grade students from North Vancouver were quite actively researching projects about the 
legacies of the atomic bomb. 
 
 

 
We are exploring new education 
programs that will engage and 
inspire new audiences, especially 
children and families. This quarter 
we collaborated with Dance Arts Los 
Alamos to bring “Nutcracker on the 
Hill” to Los Alamos.  
 
 
We also began construction of a 
Victory Garden at the Hans Bethe 
House that will be part of the Los 
Alamos Garden Tour in June.  
 

 
 
 

It was also a delight to reconnect with Mariko Komatsu, a 
scholar visiting Los Alamos with colleagues from Hiroshima. 
Mariko visited two years ago and we are discussing possible 
future collaborations. 
 
This visitor (photo on the left) from Japan gave us Ginko seeds 
several years ago, and she was so pleased to see them growing 
in the Hans Bethe House.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Archives and Collections 
 

On October 1, 2019, Sara 
Scott, Chair, and the Los 
Alamos County Councilors 
officially proclaimed the 
Month of October as 
ARCHIVES MONTH in 
Los Alamos County. The 
proclamation and the 
formal presentation event 
encouraged Los Alamos 
citizens to learn more about 
the Los Alamos Historical 
Society Archives.  
 

Minesh Bacrania for the Los Alamos Historical Society 
 
We are so grateful to the county for helping us provide a safe and secure location for the Archives and 
Collections. We currently have over 40,000 pictures and documents and 10,000 objects in the Archives 
and Collections. Taking care of these objects, so that they will be available to the next generation is a 
huge responsibility.  
 
Minesh Bacrania, a local photographer, has partnered with us to take some beautiful professional 
photographs of some of the objects in our collection. We are hoping to find a place to display them!                   

 
We completed the digitization of the research library this last quarter, which now includes about 2000 
books.  Everything that had been boxed up is now on shelves and accessible to researchers. This was a 
large 3-year project that was made possible by a collaboration between our Archivist, Rebecca 
Collinsworth, and a volunteer. Rebecca conducted research, cataloged, and made the spine labels, while 
the volunteer entered all the records and shelved the books as they were completed.  
 
History Museum Campus 

 
Historic Preservation Board Tours the Historic 
District with the Los Alamos Historical Society. 
 
Los Alamos History Museum volunteer Carolyn Shipley, 
left, shows a historic photo to a member of the Historic 
Preservation Advisory Board. Photo by Kirsten 
Laskey/ladailypost.com 
 
 
 

 



Making a Difference in Many 
Languages 
 
All languages are welcome at the Los 
Alamos History Museum! Los Alamos 
Historical Society and UNM-LA English 
as a Second Language (ESL) program 
with support from the Rotary Club of Los 
Alamos are collaborating to make 
exhibits more accessible to those who 
speak languages other than English. 
Students will work with their instructors 
to translate the script in the Orientation 
Room of the Guest Cottage into their 
native languages, including Thai, 
Portuguese, German, Korean, French, 
Italian, Spanish, Chinese and 
Russian.  "We really appreciate the 
contribution of students who are willing to volunteer their time and share their knowledge of 
languages. Los Alamos History Museum has visitors from all over the world, and these translations will 
help all people feel welcome as they learn some of our local history." said Liz Martineau.  Jane 
Clements adds, "Our ESL students are so fortunate to live in a community that supports them by 
providing volunteer and internship opportunities to help them integrate into the community.  They 
appreciate this opportunity to learn more about Los Alamos and its history, and to contribute to this 
community."  
 
UNM-LA ESL Students with one of their instructors, Natalia Sherman, UNM-LA Program Manager, 
Jane Clements, and Historical Society Executive Director, Liz Martineau. 
 
 
Special Visitors and Tourism 
 
We continue to have special visitors from around the world, a trend that 
we expect will increase in 2020 due to the 75th Anniversary of the end of 
WWII. This quarter we met with John Agnew (Harold Agnew’s son), 
Carl Feynman (Richard Feynman’s son), and Cyril Smith’s family. These 
visitors shared stories and donated important objects to our Archives and 
Collections.  
 

 
Photo (right) Carl Feynman 

 
We continue to work to strengthen tourism in Los Alamos through branding and marketing strategies. 
We created a rack card to replace our brochure and delivered them to the Santa Fe visitor centers and to 
the LA and WR visitor centers. We also updated our website and post multiple times a week on social 
media. 



 
We did a Facebook post blitz during the holiday season with great success in getting visitors into the 
museum and shop. We saw a direct link between some sales made and the Facebook posts. 
Staff attended a Google workshop directed at teaching the basics of Google Business. The LAHM is part 
of Google Business and are beginning to see some results. 
 
In November we filled the rotating case at the WR Visitor center with information and museum objects 
to help draw tourists from White Rock/Bandelier to the Los Alamos Historical District. We will 
continue to work with the Visitor Center to fill these cases in Feb., March, July, and December in 2020. 
 
Bathtub Row Press 

 
Bathtub Row Press is dedicated to providing 
resources that tell the story of Los Alamos and the 
Pajarito Plateau. We brought two books back into 
print this quarter: the Second Edition 
of Homesteading on the Pajarito Plateau and the 
reprint of A Guide to Bandelier, which had sold out. 
 
We are also supporting our local community by 
selling some books by local authors. The new 
cookbook, The Chile Line: Historic Northern New 
Mexican Recipes, by Liddie Martinez is a 
wonderful addition that features historical 
photographs and recipes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Q3 (January-March) 
 
Paid staff hours: 4,247 hours 
 
Volunteer Hours: 820 hours 
 
Media Reach: 33,192 
 
Program Participants 

Children: 607 
Adults: 274 
All ages: 2625 

Total Program Participants    3,506 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
Museum and Tourism 
 
The Los Alamos History Museum is one of the county’s popular tourist destinations. Our docents are 
trained ambassadors who make connections with visitors from all parts of the United States and the 
world every day.   
  
Recent visitors to the Los Alamos History Museum (February 2020), Mark and Peggy Hevland, are 
from Kennewick, Washington. Both are retirees from Pacific Northwest National Laboratory in 
Richland, Washington. When the Hevlands visited the museum, they realized that they were “one of us.” 
They wanted to be part of the history of Los Alamos and decided to join the Los Alamos Historical 
Society during their visit. The Hevlands are active in community nonprofits in Kennewick and look 
forward to receiving the society’s quarterly magazine and becoming an ongoing part of the history of 
Los Alamos. 
 
Notable comments from our guest book this quarter include: 
 
“So fascinating! We have learned a lot from our visit to Los Alamos, gives a new perspective on Los 
Alamos and the Manhattan Project. Thank you for historical preservation.”  Bethe and Ken G from 
Denver. 
 



“The first-class docent team at the museum put the visitor in touch with the events that took place 
here.  Thank you.” From Philadelphia. 
 
“What a beautiful museum! Feel like we stepped back in time to the 1940s. This great effort by so many 
courageous scientists, their wives, and families. Thank you for preserving this important time in history 
of the USA.” Melanie and Jessie from Santa Fe. 
 
“This is absolutely the very best museum across the US we have ever been to. We absolutely enjoyed 
our tour and hospitality. Thank you very much for the great memories.”  Melissa and Douglas from 
South Vienna, Ohio. 
 
“Great little house with wonderful information.” From Hastings, MN. 
 
 
Education  

 
Maria Josefa Jaramillo Carson (played by Vangie Sena) visited  
Fuller Lodge in March. The venue was a beautiful setting for this Chautauqua 
performance about Kit Carson’s wife. The performance was enjoyed by a 
crowd of 58 adults and children. It was filmed by Pac-8 and is now available 
on our YouTube channel. So far this year, our YouTube channel has had 572 
views of lectures from the series. 
 
5th and 6th grade students from Tony E. Quintana School in Espanola visited 
the Museum and completed the Bences’ Challenge. Classroom lessons were 
also presented to students from Aspen and Barranca Elementary Schools.  
  

 
 
Archive and Collections 
 
The Archive and Collections provide the content and objects 
to support museum and education programs. This quarter we 
received a donation from Craig Martin that will supply 
artifacts for our upcoming exhibit on the Cerro Grande Fire 
entitled Resilience and Regrowth. The acceptance of this 
donation will allow us to more accurately and completely tell 
the story of the Cerro Grande Fire through artifacts.  
 
This was one of the busiest quarters we’ve had in the history of the archive!  We had 40 researchers in 
the archive from January until the middle of March. Most of the researchers were members of this 
community working on 75th anniversary projects for their organizations.   
 
 
 
 



Community 
 

We continue our 
collaboration with the 
Creative District to offer 
the “On Tap” discussion 
series. In March, we 
hosted our first On Tap 
in the Hans Bethe 
House with 
refreshments provided 
by Rose Chocolatier. 
Sharon Snyder’s talk 
about the Ranch School  
was a great success with 
all ages in attendance.  
We even ran out of chairs! 
 

 
Continuing Services During the COVID-19 Closure 
We are heavily dependent on tourism and currently anticipate a revenue loss of $60,000 during this 
crisis. We have applied for federal assistance, grants, and will use our savings to help make up this 
shortfall. Despite our losses, we continue to provide programming. In fact, this closure is providing the 
motivation and time to enhance our online presence! 
 
Emergency Response Plan 
The first thing that we at the time of the closure was to update our Emergency Response Plan for the 
Archive and Collections and the Museum. This is especially important to keep our Archives and the 
Museum safe and secure. It also ensures effective communication during times of crisis. 
 
History at Home   
We launched a new webpage, History at Home, on March 16. It provides hands-on history activities, 
ideas, and resources that learners of all ages can use from home. By the end of March, the page had over 
300 visitors, making it the most-visited page (apart from the homepage) on our website.  
 
Homemade History contest  
The Homemade History contest is currently underway and prizes will be awarded after the contest ends 
on April 15. Children may enter projects in three areas: 
 
1. Iconic Buildings in Minecraft- Fire up Minecraft and create a version of an iconic Los Alamos 
building.  
2. Museum of My Los Alamos- What does Los Alamos mean to you? Create your own personal 
museum that shares your answer to that question.  
3. Family History Interview- Be a historian for your own family history. Record an interview with 
someone in your family, maybe interviews with more than one family member, and use these interviews 
to create a documentary.  



Archive and Collections 
The work in the Archive is ongoing. The staff continues to regularly monitor the climate in the 
collections vault, communicate with researchers, and read, sort, and catalog information. The closure is 
also providing an opportunity to create ways to virtually communicate information about our archives. 
We are working to provide information online about what archives are and how they are organized. This 
will be useful for education programming and also for researchers. 
 
Media  
The Historical Society maintains a strong media presence that is especially useful to the public during 
this time of closure.   

YouTube channel - 572 views, so far this fiscal year. 
Website – 20,782 unique visits last year 
Facebook – 2,931 followers                    
Instagram – 447 followers 
Daily Post Articles- In addition to the online article, The Daily Post delivers 9,300 hard copies  

weekly.  
 

 


